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Purpose: This study aimed to investigate the family dynamics affecting parenting by exploring the experiences
related to caring of married immigrant women and Korean husbands in multicultural families with young children.
Methods: The data were collected through focus group interviews with 10 married immigrant women and 10
Korean husbands. The interviews were conducted from October 24, 2016, to April 30, 2017. The transcribed data
were analyzed using qualitative content analysis. Results: Based on an analysis of the dynamics of the factors
influencing family relationships in multicultural families with young children, four categories and eight
subcategories were derived from the role transition to parents of multicultural families and the establishment of
norms for parenting children in multicultural families. Conclusion: Multicultural families experience conflicts
regarding raising children due to differences in their culture and norms. Additionally, due to the unequal status
at the beginning of the family formation, the performance and authority for child rearing are inconsistent, leading
to increased confusion and conflict. To adjust and negotiate the family's status, norms, and roles, efforts to
communicate and mutual understanding within the family are paramount. Therefore, family nursing intervention
should be applied to couples to train the husband and wife's role recognition and conflict coping strategies to
support parenting in multicultural families.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Participants

Nationality of Married immigrant ~ Multicultural Whether live with
Participants Age married immigrant woman duration of couple marriage Nl.lmber of other Korean family
(year) women stay in Korea period infants members
WP  MIWP1 33 Philippines 7y 9m 7y 3 No
MIWP2 31 Vietnam 6y 8m 7y Im 2 No
MIWP3 33 Vietnam 6y 8m 7y 1 No
MIWP4 32 Cambodia 8y 3m 8y 3m 2 No
MIWP5 37 China 6y 6m 8y 6m 2 No
MIWP6 31 Vietnam 6y 4m 6y 4m 2 Yes
MIWP7 38 Mongolia 6y 10y 3 No
MIWPS8 29 China 7y 5m 8y 7m 2 No
MIWP9 29 Mongolia 5y Im 5y 7m 2 Yes
MIWP10 29 Vietnam 5y 10m 6y 2m 2 Yes
HP KHP1 50 Vietnam 9y 6m 9y 6m 2 No
KHP2 33 Japan 1y 10m 1 No
KHP3 44 Cambodia 1y 3m 4y 1 No
KHP4 50 Vietnam 5y 2m 5y 1 Yes
KHP5 47 Vietnam 7y 3m 7y 3m 2 No
KHP6 48 Vietnam 6y 2m 6y 2m 2 No
KHP7 40 Vietnam 3y 6m 4y 6m 2 No
KHP8 50 Vietnam 6y 2m 7y 1 No
KHP9 52 Vietnam 11y 11y 1 No
KHP10 44 Vietnam 5y Im 5y 3m 2 No

HP=Husband participants; KHP=Korean husbands participant; MIWP=Married immigrant women participant; WP=Wife participants.
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Table 2. The Developmental Process of Multicultural Families in Parenting Children

Themes Categories Sub-categories

Role transition to Difficulties in performing the role of - Difficult parenting role due to cultural and language differences
parents of parenting children aggravated by - Status within a family that begins unequal due to differences in social
multicultural multiple cultures norms and available resources
families

Efforts to perform the role of parents
to parent healthy children

Establishment of Lack of mutual understanding of
norms for parenting parenting norms
children in
multicultural
families Changes and efforts to form new
family norms

- Efforts and limits to perform parenting roles appropriate to the status
- Concern about parental roles in parenting healthy children

- Lack of understanding of differences in parenting styles according to

norms

- Confusion and conflict over different norms

-Need for change in parenting style due to mutual cultural differences
- Efforts for mutual understanding to live together as a family
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