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Purpose: This systematic literature review was conducted to organize and analyze the factors associated with
health-related quality of life (HRQOL) for adults and vulnerable elderly in earthquake-hit areas. Methods: Based
on the guidelines of Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-analyses (PRISMA) and National
Evidence-based Healthcare Collaborating Agency (NECA), a literature search was conducted in nine electronic
databases, gray literature, and other sources. Methodological quality was assessed using Strengthening the
Reporting of Observational Studies in Epidemiology (STROBE) by two researchers independently. Factors
associated with HRQOL were extracted and categorized into sub-domains of the theory of HRQOL developed
by Wilson and Cleary (1995). Results: Of the 432 studies screened, 30 meeting the criteria were analyzed-24
on adults and six on the elderly. Extracted factors associated with HRQOL were as follow; age, sex, living
condition, injury, depression, and physical iliness, etc. were associated with HRQOL for both adults and aged.
Social right, social activity decline, adaptation, and resilience were associated with HRQOL for adults, while
activities of daily living were associated with HRQOL for the elderly. The extracted factors were categorized into
individual characteristics, environmental characteristics, physiological factors, symptoms, and functional status.
Conclusion: In this review, factors associated with HRQOL for adults and the elderly in earthquake-hit areas were
extracted and summarized. Community healthcare providers and community leaders could use these as evidence
to formulate disaster management interventions and policies for vulnerable populations.
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376 of records identified published literature
through database searching m English
Publded (n=173), Cochrane (n=3),
CINAHL (n=49. EMBASE (n=14%)

14 of grey literature identified 42 of records & grey literature identified
through other sources in English through database searching in Korean
ProQuest Dizsertations & Theses RIS (n=39), Korealled (n=1),

Global (n=14) EKmbaze (n=0), KISS (n=2)
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- No full-text available (n=14)
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Figure 1. PRISMA flow chart of the literature search results.
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Table 1. Characteristics of Included Studies

Adults (n=24 studies) Older Adults (n=6 studies)

Characteristics
Categories n (%) Categories n (%)
Earthquake Chi-Chi & Tong-Chi Taiwan (1999/7.3) 16.6) Bam in Iran (2008/6.6) 1(16.7)
(year/magnitude) Gyeongju in the Republic of Korea (2016/5.8) 4.2)  Chi-Chi in Taiwan (1999/7.3) 1(16.7)
L'Aquila in Italy (2009/6.3) 20.7) L’Aquila in Italy (2009/6.3) 1(16.7)

Lushan in China (2013/7.0)

4
1
5
3(12.5) Niigata-Chuetsu in Japan (2004/6.0) 1(16.7)
Marche in Italy (1997/4.5) 1
1
1
1
6
1

42)  Sichuan, Wenchuan, in China (2008/8.0) 2 (33.2)
Padang in Indonesia (2009/7.6)

Spitak in Armenia (1988/6.9)
Van in Turkey (2011/7.2) 4.2)
Wenchuan in China (2008/8.0) 25.0)
ZhangbeiShangyi in China (1998/6.2) 4.2)
Study design Cross-sectional study 13 (54.2) Cross-sectional survey 5(83.3)
Before-after study 1(42)  Before-after study 1(16.7)
Population survey 6 (25.0)
Cohort study 2(8.3)
Longitudinal study 2(8.3)

Data collection Within a year 8(33.2) Before-1 year after 1(16.7)

time point A year after 4(16.7) A year after 1(16.7)
2 years after 4 (16.7) 3years after 2 (33.3)
3 years after 3(12.5) 5 years after 2(33.3)

5 years after 4(16.7)

A year before and a year after 1(4.2)

Setting Community dwelling 22 (91.7) Community dwelling 4 (66.6)
Temporary housing 2(8.3)  Temporary housing 1(16.7)
Relocated vs nonrelocated survivors 1(16.7)

Sample size 279~4,223 112~571
(min~max)

Age >16 8(421) =60 1(16.7)
(adults; n=19) >17 1(563) =65 5 (83.3)

>18 10 (52.6)

Data collection Face-to-face interview 16 (69.6)  Face-to-face interview 5 (83.3)
method Self-report questionnaire 6(26.1) Self-report questionnaire 1(16.7)
(adults; n=23) Telephone interview 1(4.3)

QoL WHOQOL-BREF 4 (16.7) WHOQOL-BREF 4 (66.6)
measurements SE-36 8(33.3) SF-36 1(16.7)

SF-12 4 (16.7) Others 1(16.7)
Others 8(33.3)

STROBE score 17 142 17 1(16.7)
18 3(125) 18 -
19 7(29.1) 19 3 (50.0)
20 10 (41.7) 20 2(33.3)
21 142 21 -
22 2(83) 22 -

QoL=Quality of life; SF-12=12-item short form health survey; WHOQOL-BREF=World Health Organization Quality of Life-Brief version;
SF-36=36-item short form health survey; STROBE=Strengthening the reporting of observational studies in epidemiology.
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Table 2. Extracted Factors Associated with Quality of Life in the Literature

Extracted factors

Components — - . - — - 1 .
Adults (n=24, details*; studies ") n (%) Older Adults (n=6, details*; studies ') n (%)
Characteristics of Age (older; 1~3, 5, 7, 18, 20, 21, 24) 9(374) Age (older; 25, 26) 2(33.2)
the residents Sex (female; 1~3, 15, 18, 21~23) 8(33.2) Sex (female; 25) 1(16.7)
Current marital status (divorced/widowed; 2) 1(4.2)  Living with family; cohabitants 2(33.2)
Education level (lower; 18, 20, 22~24) 5(20.7) (alone; 25, 29) 1(16.7)
Household income (lower; 20, 23) 2(8.3)  Education level (lower; 26) 1(16.7)
Interests/hobbies (none; 30)
Characteristics of
the environments
- Earthquake- Earthquake exposure (higher; 19, 20, 23) 3 (12.5) Temporary housing (yes; 25~27) 2(33.2)
related Living condition (poor; 23) 1(4.2) Living conditions (poor; 25) 1(16.7)
factors Home loss (yes; 20) 1(42) Living in urban areas (yes; 25) 1 (16.7)
Disaster preparedness (insufficient; 24) 1(42)  Relocation (yes; 26) 1(16.7)
Death of family members (yes; 26) 1 (16.7)
Family function (lower; 30) 1(16.7)
- Economic factors Financial loss (yes; 1, 2, 20, 21) 4 (16.4)
Financial strain (yes; 5) 1(42)
Decrease in income (yes; 5) 142)
- Social factors Social support (lower; 6, 7, 19, 22, 23) 5(20.7)  Social support (lower; 30) 1(16.7)
Economic and social rights, to education, 1(4.2)  Social relationships (collapsed; 28) 1 (16.7)
food, health, housing, social security, and
work (lower; 9)
Rescue policies (education, orphans, 1(4.2)
employment, poverty, legal, and social)
(lower; 11)
Understanding of political issues (lack; 13) 1(4.2)
Social network change (yes; 1) 1(42)
Online social networks (none; 12) 1(4.2)
Social activity decline (yes; 21) 1(4.2)
Physiological factors ~ Chronic disease (yes; 20) 1(4.2)  Chronic disease (yes; 26) 1(16.7)
Physical illness (yes; 21) 1(4.2)  Physical illness (yes; 29) 1(16.7)
Symptoms
- Physical Injury (yes; 16, 20) 2(8.3)  Injury (yes; 25) 1(16.7)
Disability (yes; 16) 14.2)
Threat to life (yes; 5) 1(4.2)
- Psychological PTSD (yes; 7, 8, 14, 17, 20, 21, 23, 24) 8 (33.2) Distress (yes; 25) 1(16.7)
Depression (yes; 4, 7, 21) 3(12.5) Depression (yes; 30) 1(16.7)
Psychiatric impairment (yes; 1, 2) 2(8.3)
Anxiety (yes; 7) 142)
Adaptation (hardship; 10) 142)
Resilience (poor; 22) 142)
Functional status Activities of daily living (lower; 1, 3 (50.0)

25, 30)

*Details of factors associated with lower QoL; "No. 1-24 for adults, 25-30 for the elderly (studies), in Appendix 1; PTSD=Post-traumatic stress
disorder; QoL=Quality of life.
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Appendix 1. Summary of Included Studies

Population,
No Author (s) (year) Design (Yefj;ﬁgual;; ik Follow-up period n (age) QOL measure SEEOOrEE
en /data collection
1 Chouetal Population Tong-Chi in 21 months after 461 (>16) SE-36 18
(2004) survey Taiwan /interview
(1999/7.3)
2 Choul etal. Cross-sectional Chi-Chi in 4~6 months after 4,223 (>16) SE-36 21
(2004) study Taiwan /interview
(1999/7.3)
3 Cofini et al. Population L’AquilainItaly 1 years after 281 (>18) Psychological General 18
(2014) survey (2009/6.3) /interview Well-Being Index
and Dispositional
Resilience
4  Gigantescoetal. Before-after study L’Aquilainltaly lyears before & 283 vs 957 developed by the 18
(2016) (2009/6.3) 1 years after (=18) Centers for Disease
/interview Control and
Prevention
5 Huangetal. Cross-sectional Wenchuan in 4years after 306 (>18) Satisfaction with Life 20
(2015) study Chine /interview Scale (SWLS)
(2008/8.0)
6 Keetal (2010) Cross-sectional Wenchuan in 8 months after 1,617 (>16) SF-36 19
study Chine /interview
(2008/8.0)
7  Khachadourian Cohort study Spitak in 2~4 years (phase I), 725 /interview  EQ-5D-5L 22
etal. (2015) Armenia 3 years (phase II),
(1988/6.0) 4~6 years (phase III),
23 years (phase IV)
8 Lietal (2018)  Cross-sectional Wenchuan in 9 years after 1,063 (16~65) SE-36 20
study Chine / self-reported
(2008/8.0) questionnaires
9 Liang (2015) Cross-sectional Lushan in China Within 1 year 1,672 WHOQOL-BREF 20
study (2013/7.0) /self-reported
questionnaires
10 Liang & Lu Cross-sectional Lushan in China 1 month after 1,672 SE-12 20
(2014) study (2013/7.0) /self-reported
questionnaires
11 Liang & Wang  Cross-sectional Lushan in China  Within 1 year 1,672 SF 36 20
(2013) study (2013/7.0) /self-reported
questionnaires
12 Masedu et al. Population-based L’Aquila inItaly 2 years after 890 (25-54) WHOQOL-BREF 19
(2014) cross-sectional (2009/6.3) /interview
study
13 Mazzaetal. Cross-sectional L’AquilainItaly 2 years after 503 /telephone QoL questionnaire 20
(2014) study (2009/6.3) interview (VQV-ss)
14 Ozdemiretal.  Cross-sectional Van in Turkey 2 years after 583 (17~67) SF-36 17
(2015) survey (2011/7.2) /unknown
15 Priebe etal. Cross-sectional Marche in Italy 8 years after 200 (>16) the Manchester Short 19
(2011) survey (1997/5.8) /interview Assessment of QoL
(MANSA)
16  Sudaryo etal. Prospective Padang in 4 months after in 3 184 injured vs  Indonesia Health 19
(2012) cohort study Indonesia phases (baseline, 3,6 93 non-injured  Related QoL
(2009/7.6) months) (>18) attributes (QLA)

/interview

No. 1~24 for adults, 25~30 for aged; HRQoL=health-related quality of life; QoL=Quality of life; SF-36=36-item short form health survey;
WHOQOL-BREF=World Health Organization Quality of Life-Brief version; STROBE=Strengthening the Reporting of Observational Studies in
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Appendix 1. Summary of Included Studies (Continued)

Population,
No Author (s) (year) Design (Ye]::;;\}/}guali(ti ) Follow-up period n (age) QOL measure Sj;foorfE
gn /data collection
17 Tsaietal. (2007) Population Chi-Chi in 3 years after/ Two 1,756 (>16) SF-36/Multiple 22
survey Taiwan interval /interview regression
(1999/7.3)
18  Valenti et al. Longitudinal L’Aquila in Italy 18 months after with4 397 (>18) WHOQOL-BREF 19
(2013) survey (2009/6.3) repeated /interview
measurements
performed at 6
monthly intervals
19 Wangetal. Longitudinal ZhangbeiShangyi 3 & 9 months after 335 vs 263 vs WHOQOL-BREF 20
(2000) survey in China 172=3months
(1998/6.2) vs 9 months vs
control (18~60)
/ self-report
questionnaires
20 Wenetal. (2012) Population based Wenchuan in 3 years after 2,525 (16~90) SF12~v2 19
cross-sectional Chine /interview
survey (2008/8.0)
21  Wuetal. (2006) Population Chi-Chi in 3 years after 405 (>16) SF-36 20
survey Taiwan /interview
(1999/7.3)
22 Xu & Ou (2014) Cross-sectional Wenchuan in 1 year after 2,080 (>18) SF12~v2 19
study Chine /interview
(2008/8.0)
23 Zhaoetal. Cross-sectional Wenchuan in 1 year follow-up 2,080 (>18) SF12~v2 20
(2013) study Chine period /interview
(2008/8.0)
24 Leeetal. (2017) Cross-sectional Gyeongju in 2 months later 279 /self-report Life satisfaction scale 20
study Republic of questionnaires  of Korean panel
Korea (=18) survey for elderly
(2016/5.8)
25 Ardalanaetal.  Cross-sectional Bam in Iran 5 years after 210 (>65) WHOQOL-BREF 19
(2011) study (2008/6.6) /interview
26 Caoetal. (2015) Cross-sectional Sichuan in China 5 years after 112 relocated & SF-36 19
study (2008/8.0) 156 none
relocated
(=60)
/interview
27  Giuliani et al. Cross-sectional L’Aquila in Italy 3 years after 571 (>65) National Research 17
(2014) study (2009/6.3) /interview Council (CNR)
28 Linetal. (2002) Before and after ~ Chi-Chi in Before & 12 months 368 & 268 (>65) WHOQOL-BREF 19
study Taiwan after /interview
(1999/7.3)
29  Suzukietal. Cross-sectional Niigata-Chuetsu 3 years after 496 (> 65) WHOQOL-BREF 20
(2011) study in Japan /interview
(2004/6.0)
30 Xieetal. (2017) Cross-sectional Wenchuan in 13 months after 189 (>65) WHOQOL-BREF 20
study Chine / self-report
(2008/8.0) questionnaires

No. 1~24 for adults, 25~30 for aged; HRQoL=health-related quality of life; QoL=Quality of life; SF-36=36~item short form health survey;
WHOQOL-BREF=World Health Organization Quality of Life-Brief version; STROBE=Strengthening the Reporting of Observational Studies in
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